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State fines Keystone, contractor 
for safety violations in fatal accident 
• Saylorsburg man buried alive under 
a 10-foot avalanche of cement powder. 

By DARYL NERL 
Of The Morning Call 

Keystone Cement Co. and a Saylorsburg con
tracting company hi.red to clean storage silos will be 
cited for safety violations in a ,Jan. 27 accident that 
killed the contractor's site supervisor, a federal Mine 
Safety and Health Administration official said Fri
day. 

Both Keystone and the contractor, Murray Con
tracting Inc., failed to use or ensure use of the proper 

Forgotten bell 
cast in 1769 
• The 'other' Zion's Church bell 
was rung to celebrate independence. 

By BOB WIDMAN 
Of The Morning Call 

Thousands of people visit Allentown's Liberty 
Bell Shrine at Zion's Reformed United Church of 
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safety equipment in and around the silo where J. 
Vance Murray was killed, said James R. Petrie, dis
trict manager in the Northeast region for MSHA's 
metals and non-metals division. 

Keystone and Murray Contracting are being is
sued two citations each, Petrie said. 

Fines, if any, will be determined by MSHA's Of
fice of Assessment in Virginia and the agency's assis
tarlt secretary, Petrie said. It will likely take at least 
30 days before those determinations are made, he ad
ded. 

Before then, both Keystone and Murray Con
tracting will have the opportunity to have an i.nfor
mal meeting' with Petrie to present any extenuating 

circumstances for their alleged violations . 

Petrie said he could not speculate on the severity 
of Keystone's fine, but suggested that the agency 
might not take a hard line with Murray Contracting. 

"Since the company's co-O\'mer paid the ultimate 
price and no other workers were injured, they mflY 
tend to be more lenient," Petrie sai.d. Murray's wife, 
Bonita, is listed as the owner of the company in cred
it records. 

Murray, 51, of Jordan Drive, Saylorsburg, was 
buried alive under a lO-foot avalanche of cement 
powder. It took emergency crews about eight hours 

Please See KEYSTONE Page 816 • 



11,!, 11I 1 ~~(·IIH Ij \ .I I I V Illl l·1i 10,1.' .111 , .1 111:1/;1' ;11 [." , w) ll l ... Ill '" 01 ASSt,: :SlIll!lIl lll V lq';l1 11<1 alld tilt' a g l'llcy ;, c" ; !->!:; 

clted lor sarct.y viulations in a ,Jan. '27 acddent that tant secretary, Petrie said. It will likely take at least 
killed the contractor's site supervisor, a federal Mine 30 days before those determinations are made, he ad Murray, 51, of Jordan Drive, Saylorsburg, was Safety and Health Administration official said Fri ded. buried alive under a lO-foot avalanche of cement day. Before then, both Keystone and Murray Con powder. It took emergency crews about eight hours 

Both Keystone and the contractor, Murray Con tracting will have the opportunity to have an infor
tracting Inc ., failed to use or ensure use of the proper mal meeting with Petrie to present any extenuating Please See KEYSTONE Page 816 ~ 

DENISE SANCHEZ / The Morning Call 

T. Scott Kreilick inspects the bell that hung over t he Liberty Bell Shr ine Museum. 

Forgotten bell 
cast in 1769 
• The 'other' Zion's Church bell 
was rung to celebrate independence. 

By BOB WITTMAN 
Of The Morning Call 

Thousands of people visit Allentown's Liberty 
Bell Shrine at Zion's Reformed United Church of 
Christ every year to see the replica of the famous 
bell that proclaimed the nation's freedom in 1776. 
But hardly anyone pays any attention to a weath
ered old bell that hangs above the shrine's front 
door. 

The little bell, manufactured 230 years ago in 
Bethlehem, is the oldest bell in Allentown and was 
rung on the date the Declaration of Independence 
was read to the local populace on July 8, 1776. 

Even though the bell was rung at noon every 
July 4 for many years after that, present-day church 
leaders had forgotten about it. 

They were unaware it was a working bell and 
were unfamiliar with its historic status until an old 
photo of it was published in The Morning Call last 
year. 

But church officials began to get reacquainted 
with the bell Friday, when a conservator hired by 
Zion's Church examined it for cracks and removed 
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Cold wall chases 
record warmth 

Lehigh Valley enjoys a new high of 68 
degrees. Then rain and snow march in. 

By KURT BRESSWEIN 
Of The Morning Call 

Despite limited sunshine, the Lehigh Valley 
reached a record high 68 degrees on Friday - the 
warmest Feb. 12 in 67 years. 

The record was set at 3:30 p.m., said meteorolo
gist Mark DeLisi of the National Weather Service 
at Mount Holly, N.J. The previous record was 59 
degrees reached in 1932. 

But the vernal warmth didn't last, as a wall of 
rainclouds sailed in, bringing temperatures down 

to 47 by 4:30. 
Even more drastic changes came Friday night. 

The rain ended and by 9 turned to light snow and 
sleet, with winds reaching 25 mph. 

Afternoon pedestrians, dressed for the balmy 
air, were caught off guard as winds drove rain un
der umbrellas and hats and thick clouds loomed 
overhead. 

The warm front moving through was replaced 
quickly by a cold front from the west, and north-
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