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For D.C. Statues, a Fresh Coat of TLC
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Sculpture of Civil War General Is Among Public Artworks Getting a Facelift

By Mrouaki E Ruan
Waadungtin Fou Staf] Wrnres

The general sal motionless as the man
with rubber gloves and tattsoed begs gent.
Iy brushed wax across his nose

Gen, George B. McClellan sat, as he has
for & century, with cenched band and
stern visage, while technician Pavel Efre
moff dabbed the gooty wax from a plastic
tub and spread it over the Civil War fig-
ure's moustache ind cheelks

The cquestrian statue of McClellan,
which has sivod along Connecticul Aw

ene NW since 1907, had never had such
favish treatmeni from conservators, ex-
peris said. And the general, flawed in real
tie, has scarcély seen soch kindness from
historinns

But this week, scaffolding will come
down from around the bronse MeClellan,
and il will be unveiled ax the latest of
Washington's outdoor artworks to un-
dergo rehahilitation:

As officials have lamented the shabby
copditicns of public places in Washington
such us the Mall. there hus been an effort
Lo conserve public sculplures in Lhe city,

As workers prepan (o reveal the Me
Clellun stafue, which has been shrouded in
aylon mesh since spring, the owering
ranite and gold First Division Monoment
near the Whilte House is podergoing a
$1.6 milion facelift. The Biy Seoul Me
morial alomg 15th Street s getiing
S550,000 in repairs in the Goal part of b
thregytar rehaly of the Ellipse and itn envi
rons sotth of the White House which had
not received any major atiention since
1847,

Lasd vear, many of the statues in Lafa-
yeite Square were cleanetd and waxed and

the fountuine fepaired, officials said. In
the fall, the square’s 154on bronge cques-
I statue ofl Andrew Jacksom and its
murble base will got some attention.
Mational Park Service officials said the
projecis luive heen in the works through
muintenme: imbatives and prodate the
£750 milbion in Park Service funding in this
your's economig recovery legislation. “This
was already i our pipeline,” said Anmn
=Smith, Park Sipwice Hmson to the While
House. “There sa long lead time on Usese.”
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Still, many repairs were overdue,
officials said.

The statue of McClellan, whao
commanded the Union's Army ol
the Polomac during part of the Civil
War, hizd not undergone major con-
servation since il was dedicated by
l:";:{-wﬁ.'dml Theodore Roosevell in

When crows began the project,
they found the belly and legs of the
peneral's horse filled with wuter
that had seeped in over the decades)
Someone had once am:—mimnd a
globe on the statue’s hase gold, And
one of the bronze shields around
the base had disa

Al the 45-year-old Boy Scout Me-
morial, which will reopen nexi
maonth, the marble floor of the foun-
tain was cracked, and officials said
they can't remember when the

| fountain Inst worked.
1 The pioneering 1853 Jacksom
{ sialue in Lalayette Square — the

first of & person on horseback ever
cast in the Uniled Stntes — has
been corroded by bird droppings
and air pollution, and the stirrups
have been missing since the 1990s.

Smith ssbd sich ouldoor art-
scapés are crucial.

*Beauty I8 important to a city,”

she suid. “In a city where there are
so many of us together, it's partic-
| ularly important for there o be
places that are open, that are green,
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that are restorative, thal say this is
a wonderful place.”

Work on the 37-foot tall McClel-
Inn monument, on a andscaped is-
land at Connecticut Avenue and Co-
lumbia Road, began in eamest in
the spring, ssid T. Scoll Kreilick,
president of Kreilick Conservation,
which is duing the rehabilitation.
He said the praject is costing about
£114.000.

The 14doot statue, by sculptor
and painter PFrederick MacMon-
nies, depicts the dapper command-
er on horsehack gazing toward the
distant Potomae River — clad in
uniform, sash, sword and gauntlets.

The known as Little

Young Napolean, is often

credited with ing the Army of
the Polomac, although he was later
fired by President Abraham Lincoln

because of incompetence. He re
mained popular with his mldmm

pushed
the monument ufter MeClellan died
gghmﬂtﬁmwhl 1885 at the age of

Al the dedication, Gen, 0.0,
Howard, for whom Howsard Univer-
sity is named, said MceClellan cared
for his soldiers “as a father cares for

., his children.”

A century later, those saldiers
are long gone, and care of their
monument has passed to posterity.

Last week, that toak the form of
the bearded Efremaoff, 32, a sculptor
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I. Scott Krellick checks out the nearly restored 1907 bronze stalue of Gen. George B. McClellan In the District.
Kraoilick's company is leading the $114,000 restoration praject, which s expected Lo be completed this waek.
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and foundry instructor at the Penn-
sylvania Academy of the Fine Arls
in Philadelphia. He was wearing
hrown camo shorts and rubber sur-
gical ploves as he coaled MceClel
lan's coat buttony, cap bill und epay-
letten with the protective wax.

“I'don’( think 1 have ever studied
a sculpture s much o depth as |
have this one, just because I've
apenl so much intimate time with
avery square inth ol i” hewid.

The bronse had been power-
washied, scrubbed with a special de-

=nt, healed with a blow torch

treated with a solution of ou-
pric nitrate. The solution was ap-
plied 1o restore the luminous green
patina that conservators think Mac-
Monnies used after the statue was
cast in Paris more than 100 years
.

Such art “connecls us to our
past,” Kreilick said last week as he
stood in the scaffolding overlooking
Cannecticut Avenue. *Tt's a visible
rerminder of where we came from.
Without a connection to our past, [
think we tend to be a bit horing.”

Alas, he said of the statue, “most
people don’t know who this is."

We're the custodians of what
came bifore,” he said, “Hf we don't
take caré af our heritage, it's poing
to be forgotten, . . . MeClellan was
an interesting ﬂg‘u.m in history,
Some may not like him. Some love

him. But he deserves 1o be remem-
bered.”






